CHAPTER XXIL
SOCIAL PROBLEMS AKD LABOUR STRIKES*

In an early chapter we said that before we left China
we had the fond idea of landing in England and finding
the streets paved with precious stones and people eating
as well as drinking from vessels of gold and silver* But
it was not long before we were disillusioned.

To be sure, London is a wonderful place, a lovable
place, and few people have as yet been able to explain
the exact nature of its lure and charm* But it is surprising
to a stranger to see the amount of poverty existing side
by side with wealth and plenty* One should have thought
that in the metropolis of the world one would find the
least signs of want and poverty; this unfortunately is
another delusion* In Berlin, for example, one seldom sees
a beggar soliciting alms in the thoroughfares: he seems
to have been either driven out of the metropolis or rigorous-
ly suppressed by the police* In London, however, one
does not have to wait long in order to be convinced that
the world is yet far away from the promised millennium*

In the principal thoroughfares the shops, etc*, are fine
and attractive, but in the back streets the eyes alight upon
sights which are pathetic in the extreme* Each city,
no doubt, has its slum quarters, but somehow or other
the squalor and poverty of London slums seem to be more
accentuated than those in other capitals* It may be that
the luxury and comfort of the West End make the emptiness
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